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	ABSTRACT
	To summarize these changes, we present in the figures below these the change in the Gini coefficient in each country and Handcock and Morris’s (1999) polarization indices.  Over the available period, the Gini coefficient rose by .078 in the U.K., the largest increase in inequality in the LIS data set for a core society.  The U.S. experienced a smaller, yet comparatively substantial increase across the 1974-2000 period.  This appears in the first bar from the left in both figures.  The mean relative polarization index (MRP), appearing in the third bar from the left, is positive in both countries, confirming the visual impression that one gets from the figures above.  Again, then, rather than solely being a story of “upgrading” – defined as the movement of households into the upper tail of the income distribution – owing to job-skill mismatches, autonomous technological changes, or winner take all markets, the story of rising inequality has in fact been one of polarization – households in both countries have shifted away from the middle and toward the top and the bottom.


